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w e  c o n t i n u e  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  J e s u s  

Doug Brubaker 

I was blessed with the opportunity to return to Haiti after 
having been there 23 years ago with a group from here at 
Neffsville Church.  My memories of those many years ago 
are varied, and of course, some have receded over time. 
Others have remained indelibly etched in my mind. 

What stood out most to me back then were the children 
and the caring, giving, gentle nature of the people there.  
That has not changed a bit. And the hospitality is as 
remarkable now as what we experienced back in January 
of 1986. 

Some things that readily stood out as different this time 
around, in no particular order: 

-more people, traffic, motorcycles, and motor scooters 
in the urban/suburban areas 

-increased electrification (although electric was 
available at the street, many could not afford to have it 
in their homes in the rural areas 

-the ubiquitous presence of the UN 

-and there were more 
obvious dichotomies: 

A--increased mechanized 
transportation of all kinds, yet 
many still walk, bicycle, or 
use a burro. 

B--The Haitian people are 
legendary for their ability to 
"make-do" or recycle, yet 
there was plastic trash 
everywhere one looked in 

the urban areas. 

C--Along with the images of the trash, the country is 
almost hauntingly beautiful.   

D--Trappings and sights of modern technology and 
marketing can be seen everywhere, yet most people 
don't have adequate nourishment, healthcare, or 
housing. We frequently saw a business venture that 
was not so obvious 23 years ago.  This so-called 
"bank" is housed in a corrugated steel shed that is 
approximately 7' x 5', or roughly the size of a utility 
shed.  Not to be confused with a legitimate bank or 
lending institution, these "banks" were some form of 
gambling stop.  Posted were numbers from some 
sort of local drawing and—the daily number from 
what they called the "New York" Lottery! These 
“banks" could be found every several hundred yards 
along the road or on virtually every street in town. 

For some 
perspective, 
Les Cayes, 
the city we 
lived near 
and worked 
in, is listed as 
having about 
4 6 , 0 0 0 
p e o p l e . 
Envision a 
city roughly 
the size of Lancaster, with nothing taller than 3 stories, save 
for the Catholic churches and communications towers.  The 
latter could be found seemingly everywhere, an outgrowth, I 
suppose, of the advent of the cell phone and internet.  The 
streets teemed with the cacophony of people, vehicles, 
sidewalk vendors, honking trucks, cars, and 
motorbikes.  This is where we spent our work hours, working 
in the production studio of Radio Lumiere  http://
www.radiolumiere.org/, sort of the WJTL of Haiti. 

Our group was broken into roughly 3 subgroups:  Bob Young 
(from Quakertown) and John Hess worked on carpentry-
related items, Teresa Long and Evie Peifer were prepping 
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and painting, and Jansen Weaver, Carl Zimmerman (from 
Crossroads Community, formerly Hess Mennonite Church) 
and I worked on relocating an existing rooftop antenna tower, 
and Ray Long oversaw the whole operation, lending 
expertise, executive decision making, and the occasional 

brushstroke, spackle patch, or elbow grease.  The objective: 
to overhaul/add onto several studio rooms, install new radio 
equipment, relocate the tower to make way for future upstairs 
expansion, and to give the studio an overall general interior 
"sprucing up".  

The ministry of Radio Lumiere receives 
support from the Haitian church.  
Significant support in the way of material 
and funds also comes from the United 
States.  The one thing that is greatly 
lacking is trained motivated local 
manpower.  This is the nexus of what I 
learned 23 years ago and it was re-
enforced in my time there this 
January.  Eris Labady, our 
contact person many years 
ago,  of  Pa lm  Grove 
Mennonite Fellowship near 

Sarasota, Florida is a Haitian man with great 
vision and desire to see God move in the Haitian 
people.  He, along with the aid of other key 
people in Haiti and in the States, have followed 
God's call to minister to the people of 
Haiti.  Many years ago he told us that the 
greatest need in Haiti was to train up young 
Haitian people to be educated and to be leaders-
-and to stay in Haiti to grow and lead the church 
and the Haitian people.  It was the old adage of 
"feed a man a fish and he eats a meal; teach a 
man to fish and he eats for a lifetime." Pastor 
Eris spoke of how he was grateful for the support 
of people from the States and elsewhere, but 
Haiti desperately needed more of its own people 
to rise up to serve God and the Haitian people. 

Concerning that need, we saw several examples 
of it being met.  For example: we stayed in a 
guest house owned and operated by a ministry 
called SEED.  SEED stands for Service, 

(“Haiti…” Continued from page 1) 
Evangelization, Education, and Development.  It is the dream 
of Frantz Clotaire, a Haitian Christian, who started the 
program in his living 
room in 1992.  (Please 
s e e  h t t p : / /
seedministriesinhaiti.org/ 
to learn more about this 
ministry.)  In a nutshell, 
SEED receives students 
recommended by the 
churches to participate in 
it's school.  SEED trains 
the students in farming, 
an im a l  hus bandr y, 
evangelizat ion, and 
spiritual growth with the 
goal of planting these 
s tuden ts  i n  t he i r 
home towns and villages 
to share what they have 
learned and help train 
the locals in farming, 
education, and especially 
in spiritual development, 
in partnership with their 
home church.  Frantz 
and his wife Doris, who 
is from Germany, have 
houseguests on a short term mission project, Ricot Leon, who 
is Haitian and Canadian, and his wife Mandy, who is also 
Canadian.  They were married less than a year ago, and have 
followed God's call back to his home country, Haiti.  Ricot is 
working with Frantz in the SEED program, teaching classes, 
making crop inspections, visiting remote sites, etc. 

Another example is Killick Aristide of Radio Lumiere.  He is an 
electrical engineer by education, a graduate of LeTourneau 
University.  He is a key face of Radio Lumiere.  Interestingly, 

he knows Frantz, Ricot, and--Eris 
Labady.  Upon our learning of what I 
have occasionally referred to as the "thin 
thread of connectivity in our lives and 
actions" involving these people (and 
others), Teresa was quick to point out to 
us how our "world just got a whole lot 
smaller".  How right she was. 

Serving in Haiti for me is a reinforcement 
of the responsibility that we as Christians 
have. To those who are given much, 
much is required. We are so blessed, 
and giving materially is one way to serve. 
Serving through the giving of time is also 
important, and in some ways maybe 
more important - in that both the giver 
and the receiver experience a benefit 
and “God blessing.” 

I look forward, God willing, to more 
opportunities to serve in Haiti in the 
future. 

   --db 

John Hess 

Evie Peifer Teresa Long 
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04/01 Ray Keller, Kathleen Kimber 
04/03 Mason Norris, Dwight Rohrer 
04/04 Harold Esbenshade, Tim Friesen, Lynn 

Godshall, Sage Musselman, Kathy Witmer 
04/05 Homer Geib 
04/08 Lindsey Herr 
04/09 Mike Hargraves, Galen Sauder 
04/10 Jay Peifer 
04/11 Margaret Miller 
04/14 Mark Breslin, Bev Hess 
04/15 Heidi Brown, Dorothy Snavely 
04/16 Mary Landis 
04/17 Judy Landis 
04/19 Brett Heist, Jerry Wenger 
04/22 Jeff Brown, Matt Burkholder, Elvin Hess Jr., 

Joe Nolt 
04/23 Carol Hess, Adam Peachey, Brooke Pellman 
04/24 Jim Erb 
04/25 Pam Fisher, Esther Smith 
04/26 Herb Hess 
04/28 Doug Brubaker, Sharon Martin 
04/29 Lucas Sauder 
04/30 Darrel Bucher, Robin Shaub 

 
 
 
 
 
 
04/05/75 Jim & Doris Kauffman 
04/06/97 Matt & Andrea Hartzler 
04/08/78 Joe & Julia Nolt 
04/10/47 Elvin & Velma Hess 
04/12/80 Roger & Carolyn North 
04/15/61 Wilmer & Myrtle Shelly 
04/15/89 Dean & Sue Hess 
04/18/99 Wendel & Candance King 
04/19/80 Stan & Wanda Shenk 
04/23/55 Roy & Helen Burkholder 
04/24/71 Henry & Chris Kenn 
04/29/78 Karl & Barb Miller 

Have you ever watched someone who has taken what 
you think would be a tedious job and turned it into 
something that makes you smile? In my short commute 
to work every day I go past several schools, and see 
several crossing guards. While most of them are 
cheerful, and do their job with a smile, it was always the 
lady at the entrance to the Manheim Township High 
School that made commuters smile. She had the 
difficult job of standing in the middle of Rt. 501 and 
stopping rush hour traffic so busses and cars could 
enter and exit the high school. It was her attitude, 
smile, wave and good nature that won us over. What 
would normally be viewed as an irritating delay in the 
daily dash to the office became an inspiration. I’ve 
watched everyone from office employees running late 
to truckers who had to bring their rigs to a grinding halt 
respond with a smile and a wave when she would wave 
them on through. She had turned what I would consider 
a tedious job into a work of art. She obviously enjoyed 
her job. Unfortunately I never learned her name, and 
she has apparently resigned from that post, as I have 
not seen her for some time. 

I have, though, been witness to another example of 
persons who truly enjoy what they do. For the past 

several weeks the computer network at church has 
been going through some significant upgrades. The 
team of Chuck Schneider, Dale Weaver, and Stu 
Landis have been spending evenings and Saturdays in 
the office moving our computers to a domain, and 
networking us together for improved efficiency and 
communication. To me, watching them, it seems a 
tedious job. The computers don’t always respond the 
way I think they should, but Chuck, Dale and Stu keep 
plowing ahead. The energy in the room when they are 
firing on all cylinders is astounding! So, thank you, 
guys, for your time and effort, and for the manner in 
which you have pursued this project. 

What this means for the rest of us is that we may 
experience some communication lags. Email may not 
get through from us to you, or vice-versa. If you 
suspect that that is the problem please don’t hesitate to 
follow up with a phone call. Just like clothing out of the 
dryer, this transition will have some wrinkles that need 
to be ironed out. Thanks for your patience! 

 --Dean Smith 
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2371 Lititz Pike, Lancaster, PA  17601-3653  
717-569-0012 

Fax: 717-569-2417 
Email: office@neffmc.org 

Web Page: www.neffmc.org 

The  Monthly Messenger is published on 
the last Sunday of the month. 

 
•  Editor: Dean Smith, Off. Admin. 

April 2009  -  Calendar of Events 
 

Saturday, April 4 ......................... 10:00 AM - 12:30 PM.. ................................... Easter Eggstravaganza 
Saturday, April 4 ......................... 6:00 PM.. ....................................................... Biannual Youth auction 
Thursday, April 9 ........................ 6:30 PM.. ................................................... Maundy Thursday service 
Friday, April 10 ........................... 11:00 AM.. ........................................................... Good Friday retreat 
Sunday, April 12 ......................... 7:30 AM.. ....................................... Easter Sunrise service, breakfast 
Mon., April 13 - Wed., April 15 ...  ............................................................ Staff at Laurelville for a retreat 
Friday, April 24 ........................... 6:00 PM ................. Wheatland Chorale (tickets available from them) 
Saturday, April 25 ....................... 8:00 AM ............................................. New Life Ministries conference 
Sunday, April 26 ......................... 3:00 PM .. Franconia-Lancaster Singers (tickets available from them) 
Wednesday, April 29 .................. 5:30 PM ............................... final Wednesday Night Out until the Fall 
 

Looking Ahead…  
May 16 ....................................... 10:00 AM .............................. Church Retreat at Refreshing Mountain 
June 14th - June 18th................. evenings .......................................................... Vacation Bible School 
June 30th - July 5th ....................  ............................................ MC-USA Conference in Columbus, Ohio 
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Wednesday Night Out 
Dinner Fellowship Hall 5:30-6:30 PM 
 

Children:  
Chorister’s Choir (1-5 gr.) Rm 215 6:15 PM 
Cherub Choir (age 4 thru K) Rsrc Rm 6:30 PM 
Nursery Care (age 0-2) Rm 3 7-8 PM 
Cherub Club (age 3) Rm 12 7-8 PM 
Friends Club (Pre K - K) Rm 11 7-8 PM 
His Kids (gr. 1 & 2) Rm 10  7-8 PM 
Girls Club (gr. 3-5) Rm 213 7-8 PM 
Boys Club (gr. 3-5) Rm 204 7-8 PM 
 

Youth:  
Jr. High (Gr. 6-8) Rm 201   6:45-8:15 PM 
MYF (Gr. 9-12)   Rm 7 7-8:15 PM 
 

Adult:  
Prayer Group Prayer Rm 7-8 PM 
Adult Choir   Sanctuary 7-8 PM 
Adult Discussion Group Rm 103 7-8 PM 


