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w e  c o n t i n u e  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  J e s u s  

Richard W. Schaeffer 

God created the cosmos, the earth, and at least all 
major life forms in six, twenty-four hour days about 10,000 
years ago; God created the cosmos and the earth over 
billions of years, and all life forms over millions of years 
using genetic variations and natural selection; the cosmos, 
the earth, and all life forms arose over 14 billion years from 
a purely natural process involving nothing but physical 
laws and matter in mindless motion.  God made humans to 
consist of two separate parts: body and soul (or mind or 
spirit);  God made humans as an integrated whole with the 
soul (or mind or spirit) arising from and dependant on the 
body; humans consist of nothing but the physical body.  
These three very different views on two separate issues 
(origins and the nature of the human body/soul) illustrate 
the significant differences that exist between people, 

including some Christians, 
on how to relate the findings 
of science to Christian belief.  
In this article, I will outline 
three broad views for relating 
science and Christianity and 
illustrate what I think the 
most useful view by briefly 
examining the famous 
episode between Galileo and 
the Catholic church.  
The first view relating 

Science and Christianity is the conflict model.  On this 
view, Science and Christianity are seen as reaching 
opposing conclusions about the nature and meaning of the 
universe and everything in it ¾ including humans.  This is  
illustrated in Figure 1 as two separate circles at opposite 
ends of a double-headed arrow.  Science and Christianity 
are believed to be locked in combat battling for the right to 
shape what and how we think about the world and 
ourselves. 

  Figure 1.  Science (S) and Christianity (C) in conflict. 

The second view, the separation model, describes the 
relationship between Science and Christianity not as conflict, 
but as unrelated or different kinds of knowledge.  On this 
view, Science provides information about the structure and 
operation of the physical universe, while Christianity informs 
about meaning and purpose.  Roughly, Science provides 
answers to “how” questions, while Christianity provides 
answers to “why” questions.  This is illustrated in Figure 2 as 
two non-intersecting circles.   

Figure 2.  Science (S) and Christianity (C) as separate, 
non-interacting spheres of knowledge. 

 
The third view, the partially overlapping model, describes 

the relationship between Science and Christianity as 
sometimes involving similar or related kinds of knowledge.  
On this view, all truth ultimately comes from God whether 
from special revelation or the careful investigation of nature.  
This allows both Science and Christianity to engage in fruitful 
conversation on some issues.  This is illustrated in Figure 3 
as two overlapping circles.  

 Figure 3.  Science (S) and Christianity (C) as partially 
overlapping, interacting spheres of knowledge. 

 

I think the third model, in general, is the best way of 
approaching issues involving Science and Christianity, as 
illustrated in the well-known case of Galileo Galilei and the 
Catholic church.  Moreover, I think this historic episode 
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Recognizing our High School Graduates 
Erik Bemis 

Erik Bemis, son of Rick & Missy Bemis, 
graduated from the Lancaster Career & 
Technology Center, and will graduate from 
Hempfield High School. He is working at R. 
S. Hollinger & Son Outdoor Power 
Equipment. 

Ally Brown 
Ally Brown, daughter of Ed & Barb Brown, 
graduated from Lancaster Mennonite High 
School and is attending Eastern Mennonite 
University majoring in Physical Therapy 

Steven Burkholder 
Steven Burkholder, son of Jon & Karen 
Burkholder, is graduating from Warwick High 
School and will be attending Eastern 
Mennonite University majoring in math 
education and a minor in youth ministry. 

Katelyn Clark  
Katelyn Clark, daughter of Don & Lisa Clark, 
will graduate from Conestoga Valley High 
School and is attending Messiah College 
majoring in bio-chemistry. 

David Denlinger 
David Denlinger, son of Deryl & Joan 
Denlinger, graduated from Lancaster 
Mennonite High School and will be attending 
Charleston Southern majoring in business 

Megan Gordon 
Megan Gordon daughter of Rod & Dorretta 
Gordon, graduated from Lancaster Career 
and Technology Center and will graduate 
from Manheim Central High School. She will 
be attending PA College of Technology 
majoring in culinary arts. 

Darian Harnish 
Darian Harnish, son of Dwight & Jenny 
Rohrer, graduated from Lancaster Mennonite 
High School and will be attending Eastern 
Mennonite University majoring in business. 

Kate Hein 
Kate Hein, daughter of Al & Darlene Hein, is 
graduating from Hempfield High School and 
will be attending Lancaster Career and 
Technology Center for Floral Design and 
Greenhouse 

Lindsey Herr 
Lindsey Herr, daughter of Dan & Melinda 
Herr, is graduating from Conestoga Valley 
High School and will be attending Lancaster 
General College of Nursing & Sciences 

Chris Jarrett 
Chris Jarrett, son Harry & Beth Jarrett, 
graduated from Lancaster Mennonite High 
School and will be attending The Visible 
School, Nashville, TN. for percussion. 

Caitlin Landis  
Caitlin Landis, daughter of Steve & Judy 
Landis, is graduating from Conestoga Valley 
High School and will be attending Messiah 
College majoring in social work. 

Kaela Landis 
Kaela Landis, daughter of Stu & Starla 
Landis, graduated from Lancaster Mennonite 
High School and will attend Grove City 
College majoring in molecular biology and 
Spanish. 

Lauren Pawling 
Lauren Pawling, daughter of Mark & Kathy 
Pawling, will be graduating from Manheim 
Central High School and will be attending 
Wilkes College majoring in pharmaceuticals 

Josh Shaub 
Josh Shaub, son of Robin & Holly Shaub, will 
graduate from Conestoga Valley High School 
and will be attending Duquesne University in 
the fall for pharmacy. 
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06/01 Lois Z. Martin 
06/03 Clarence Heller, Taylor Kiser 
06/04 Jane Landis, Joanne Morton, Marlene Weaver 
06/05 Kayla Schloneger 
06/06 Elmer Sensenig 
06/07 Chuck Schneider, Deb Steller 
06/08 Jen Rohrer. Deb Smith 
06/09 Kristin Martin, Mark Pawling 
06/10 Missy Bemis, Morgan Hess, Jordan Smith, 

Lesetta Weaver, Shelby Witmer, Anna Witmer 
06/11 Guy Martin, Robert Unruh, Don Zehr 
06/12 Edna Martin 
06/14 Roger Martin 
06/15 Tyler Trauger 
06/16 Hannah Sauder 
06/17 Garry North 
06/18 Merle Graver, Glen Hostetler 
06/19 June Cooper 
06/20 Steven Burkholder, Nancy Pawling,     

Nicholas Plakans 
06/21 Elnora Frank, Nicole Leaman, Clark Wenger 
06/22 Joanne Blank 
06/24 Lisa Gerlach, Dylan King, Paul Metzler 
06/25 Darian Harnish, Miriam Hess 
06/27 Ruth Frey, Elvin S. Hess, Jean Zehr 
06/28 Erik Peachey, Ann Schloneger 
06/29 Becky Hess 
06/30 Miriam Kingori 

 
 
 
 
 
 
06/01/1946 Richard & Esther Martin 
06/01/1985 Daniel & Melinda Herr  
06/02 George & Kathleen Kimber 
06/03/1950 Albert & Betty Brubaker  
06/03/1995 David & Amanda Reiff  
06/04/1960 Elvin & Miriam Hess  
06/04/1992 Kain & Kim Robbins  
06/06/1987 Merle & Lucy Graver  
06/07/1986 Rick & Missy Bemis  
06/08/1985 Rick & Marcy High  
06/12/1976 Gerald & Marge Brubaker  
06/12/1987 Dale & Charlene Neuenschwander 
06/15/1963 Homer & Verda Geib  
06/15/1996 Kenny & Marlene Weaver  
06/17/1950 Carl & Dot Snavely  
06/17/1988 Marv & Cheryl Lennon  
06/18/1966 Ron & Nancy Pawling  
06/18/1988 Doug & Colleen Brubaker  
06/19/1954 Calvin & Janet High  
06/20/1987 Doug & Marge Shank 
06/20/1998 Derek & Melissa Wissler  
06/22/1991 Chuck & Karen Schneider  
06/23/1940 Don & Gayle Gratz  
06/25/1988 Dean & Amy Hoover  
06/25/1999 Erv & Joyce Hoover 
06/27/1970 Paul & Beverly Hess  
06/28/1952 J. Robert & Evelyn Hess  
06/29/1957 Don & Mary Ann Kemrer  

Adam Steller 
Adam Steller, son of Mike & Deb Steller, will 
graduate from Lampeter-Strasburg High 
School and will attend York College majoring 
in the medical field. 

Kiersten Stoltzfus 
Kiersten Stoltzfus, daughter of Brent & 
Theresa Stoltzfus, graduated from Lancaster 
Mennonite High School and will be serving 
with Youth With A Mission in Hawaii  

Michelle Witmer 
Michelle Witmer, daughter of Jim & Kathy 
Witmer, graduated from Lancaster Mennonite 
High School, and will continue to work at 
Starbucks Coffee Company. 

provides important insights into current science-religion 
controversies such as those mentioned at the 
beginning of this article. 

At the beginning of the 17th century, Galileo was one 
of the very few scientists who believed the sun-
centered solar system proposed by Nicolas 
Copernicus.  However, the catholic church supported 
the venerable earth-centered view of Ptolemy and 
Aristotle.  The established earth-centered view had 
scientific tradition, common sense (what is more 
obvious than the earth isn’t moving?), and scripture on 
its side.  For example, the sun is depicted as moving in 
Joshua 10, Eccles. 1, Psalm 19, and the earth 
described as stationary in I Chron. 16, Psalm 93, 
Proverbs 8, etc .  In contrast, The sun-centered view 
was supported by careful observations with the newly 
invented telescope and its mathematical elegance.  
This grouping and Galileo’s forced recantation at the 
hands of the inquisition in 1633 have prompted many to 
see this episode as a classic example of the conflict 
model: a progressive science based on careful 
observation and reasoning versus hidebound religious 
dogma.  However, even a modest examination of the 
events reveals a more complex situation involving a 

(Continued from page 1) 
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2371 Lititz Pike, Lancaster, PA  17601-3653  
717-569-0012 

Fax: 717-569-2417 
Email: office@neffmc.org 

Web Page: www.neffmc.org 

The  Monthly Messenger is published on 
the last Sunday of the month. 

 
•  Editor: Dean Smith, Off. Admin. 

June 2009  -  Calendar of Events 
 

All month!  ................................. Elevator construction...but we should be getting close to completion. 
 
Monday, June 1 .......................... 6:00 PM ............................................................ Meals from the Heart 
Saturday, June 6 ........................ 9:00 AM ..................................................... Worship Planning Retreat 
Sunday, June 7 .......................... 6:00 PM ............................. Women Together (Prayer shawl ministry) 
Wednesday, June 10 ................. 6:43 PM ..................................................... Wednesday Night Retreat 
Saturday, June 13 ...................... all day ............................................................................... VBS set-up 
Sun., 6/14 thru Thurs. 6/18. ........ 6:30 PM ........................................................... Vacation Bible School 
Wednesday, June 17 ................. 6:43 PM ..................................................... Wednesday Night Retreat 
Wednesday, June 24 ................. 6:43 PM ..................................................... Wednesday Night Retreat 
Thursday, June 25 ..................... 11:00 AM .................................................................... Sage luncheon 
Saturday, June 27 ...................... 7:00 PM ...................................................... The Cotton Patch Gospel 
Tuesday, 6/30 thru 7/5 ...............  ............................................ MC-USA Conference in Columbus, Ohio 

Looking Ahead…  
Mon., 8/3 thru Fri., 8/7 ................ during the day ......................................................... Created to Praise 
Sunday, August 30 ..................... after church ................................................................... Church picnic 
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personal clash between a brash and even abrasive Galileo and pope 
Urban VIII, who was dealing with the fallout from the Protestant 
reformation.  Moreover, a central issue was a theological conflict over 
who should interpret scripture.  Galileo thought that God revealed Truth 
through the Bible and through creation, such that science properly 
understood could help with the interpretation scripture.  He presumed to 
tell the church that a literal interpretation of the aforementioned 
passages was not reasonable in light of what God revealed in the “book 
of nature.”  “… nothing physical which sense-experience sets before 
our eyes, or which necessary demonstrations prove to us, ought to be 
called in question (much less condemned) upon the testimony of 
biblical passages which may have some different meaning beneath 
their words.”  The church was not amused.  Galileo was found to be in 
danger of heresy and placed under house arrest in his own villa.  Of 
course, Galileo was fundamentally correct.  The church had misapplied 
scripture and strongly supported an inaccurate view of nature. 

What lessons can we learn from this encounter?  Can our 
interpretation of scripture and our interpretation of nature work together 
to provide a more accurate and useful view of the reality? 

May it be so. 

Rick Schaeffer is an associate professor of chemistry at Messiah College, 
where he teaches a variety of chemistry courses and the natural science 
capstone course, which focuses on science-faith issues.  Rick has a long-time 
interest in and passion for the integration of faith and science. 
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