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w e  c o n t i n u e  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  J e s u s  

Richard W. Schaeffer 

Rick Schaeffer is an associate professor of chemistry at 
Messiah College, where he teaches a variety of 
chemistry courses and the natural science capstone 
course, which focuses on science-faith issues.  Rick has 
a long-time interest in and passion for the integration of 
faith and science. 

As mentioned in part one of this article, the subject of 
origins—our understanding of the beginning of the 
universe, the world, and ourselves—has produced ongoing 
discussion and sharp disagreement even between 
Christians.  In this part of the article, I shall outline the 
various views held by sincere Christians on the subject 
without attempting to promote one view over another. 

1. Scientific Creationism  (aka young-earth 
creationism) 

The main features and assumptions of this view focus on 
the Bible is the only reliable source of knowledge about the 
origin of the earth and the universe.  Therefore, scientific 
evidence, when properly interpreted, is consistent with a 

literalistic interpretation of the 
Bible.  Specifically, on this 
view, the Bible teaches that 
the earth is young (not more 
than 10,000 years old), and 
that all major kinds of living 
th ings  were  c rea t ed 
separately in six 24-hour 
days.  Moreover, the Flood 
wa s  res p o ns i b l e  f o r 
producing almost all fossils 
and many geologic features 

(Flood Geology).  Finally , the fall of Adam and Eve 
radically altered the laws of nature, so that the pre-fall 
world was qualitatively different from the post-fall world. 
These beliefs lead to several important implications or 
conclusions: 

· Scientific evidence for an old earth is misleading or 
misinterpreted. 

· Fossils are an accurate record of the types of plants 
and animals that were killed in the Flood; they were 
laid down all at once, not over millions of years.  
The fossil record is ordered by hydrodynamics, not 
the temporal appearance and disappearance of life 

forms. 
· Evolution has not happened, except for minor 

changes within created kinds (so-called 
microevolution) since the creation week. 

· Some features of the earth and the universe appear 
older than they are, because they were created with 
apparent age. 

If you are interested in learning more about this view of 
origins, the following list of major people and publications is a 
good pace to start. 

· Henry M. Morris, Scientific Creationism (Green 
Forest, AR: Master Books, 1985). 

· John C. Whitcomb and Henry Morris, The Genesis 
Flood (Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Reformed 
Publishing, 1964). 

· Ken Ham, The Lie: Evolution (Green Forest, 
Arkansas: New Leaf Press, 1999). 

· The Institute for Creation Research (ICR); www.icr.org 
· Answers in Genesis; www.answersingenesis.org 
· T h e  C r e a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  S o c i e t y ; 

www.creationresearch.org 

2. Evolutionary Creationism  (aka Theistic Evolution and 
Progressive Creationism) 

The main features and assumptions of this view focus on 
scientific evidence as separate from and largely irrelevant to 
the Bible, which is not seen as a science textbook.  In other 
words, the Bible is not a reliable source of knowledge about 
the origin of the earth and the universe, because it was never 
intended to teach us about science.  In addition, traditional 
religious teachings about God and creation are compatible 
with some or all of the modern scientific understanding about 
biological evolution.  The Bible is a reliable source of 
knowledge about God and spiritual matters; “The Bible tells 
us how to go to heaven, not how the heavens go.” 
These beliefs lead to several important implications or 
conclusions: 

· God creates through evolution with varying degrees of 
“intervention” by God. 

· The creation story in Genesis 1 is a confession of faith 
in the true Creator, intended to refute pantheism and 
polytheism, not to tell us how God actually created 

(Continued on page 2) 
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physical reality and the world. 
· The Bible tells us that God created, not how God 

created.   
· Provides natural theodicy based on God’s kenosis. 

If you are interested in learning more about this view of 
origins, the following list of major people and publications 
is a good pace to start. 

· Kenneth R. Miller (Professor of Biology at Brown 
University), Finding Darwin's God (Cliff Street Books, 
1999). 

· Alister McGrath (Professor of Historical Theology at 
the University of Oxford), The Science of God: An 
Introduction to Scientific Theology (T&T Clark, 
2004). 

· Keith B. Miller (Kansas State University), 
Perspectives on an Evolving Creation (Eerdmans, 
2003). 

· Francis Collins (Director of the Human Genome 
Project),  The Language of God: A Scientist 
Presents Evidence for Belief (Free Press, 2006). 

· John Polkinghorne (Cambridge University), Science 
and Theology (SPCK/Fortress 1998). 

· Karl Giberson(Eastern Nazerene College), Saving 
Darwin: How to be a Christian and Believe in 
Evolution (New York: HarperOne, 2008). 

3. Concordism  (a general category that includes the 
Gap Theory and the Day-Age Theory) 

The main features and assumptions of this view center 
around both the Bible and science as reliable sources of 
knowledge about the origin of the earth and the universe.  
Scientific evidence, when properly interpreted, is 
consistent with the Bible, when properly interpreted.  
Moreover, the Bible does not tell us the age of the earth, 
nor does it necessarily state that all major kinds of living 
things were created separately.  Finally, the Flood 
happened as described in the Bible, but it was not 
responsible for producing fossils, which formed in the pre-
Adamic world. 
These beliefs lead to several important implications or 
conclusions: 

· Scientific evidence for an old earth is generally 
reliable. 

· Some evolution may have occurred, but at least a 
few major forms of life were created separately. 

· Geological ages placed between Genesis 1:1 and 
1:2 (the gap theory), or the days of Genesis are seen 
as representing geological ages (the day-age 
theory). 

If you are interested in learning more about this view of 
origins, the following list of major people and publications 
is a good pace to start. 
· Bernard Ramm, The Christian View of Science and 

Scripture (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1954). 
· Hugh Ross, The Fingerprint of God, 3rd ed.  

(Orange, CA: Promise Publishing, 2005). 
· Hugh Ross, The Creator and the Cosmos, 3rd ed. 

(Colorado Springs: NavPress, 2001). 
· Reasons to Believe; www.reasons.org 
· Gerald Schroeder, The Science of God (New York: 

Broadway Books, 1998). 

(Continued from page 1) · Gerald Schroeder, Genesis and the Big Bang Theory: 
The Discovery of Harmony Between Modern Science 
and the Bible (New York: Bantam, 1991). 

4. The Framework View  (aka The Framework Hypothesis) 
The main features and assumptions of this view center around 
the idea that It is not possible to find a close match between 
what is proclaimed in Genesis (that God alone is creator in 
contrast to other near-eastern creation accounts) and the 
details of natural history: we should not approach the Biblical 
text with inappropriate expectations.  Therefore, the days of 
Genesis 1 have nothing to do with time, but are literary 
devices employed by God in order to communicate the story 
of creation in terms we can understand.  Moreover, the 
activities of the six days of creation are arranged into a 
“framework” of two triads (days 1-3 and days 4-6) with parallel 
types of activities in each triad as illustrated in Table I.  Lastly, 
the seventh day of creation is not a temporal reference to a 
literal day, but a prophetic reference to God’s own eternal rest 
in the eschatological future.  

Table I.  Parallelism in the Days of Creation  

 
These beliefs lead to several important implications or 
conclusions: 

· Genesis 1-3 is not strictly a historical narrative (therefore 
not necessarily chronological); it is better understood as 
semi-poetic  and “mytho-historical.” 

· Main stream scientific models like biological evolution 
and plate tectonics are compatible with the Bible 

· The universe was actually created and is sustained by 
God, Adam and Eve were the first humans, and the fall 
was a historic event. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Days of Creation  Days of Creation  

Day 1:  Light; day and night 
Day 4:  Sun, moon and 
stars 

Day 2:  Sea and Heavens Day 5:  Sea creatures; birds 

Day 3:  Land and vegetation 
Day 6:  Land creatures; 
man 
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07/01 Melvin Graver, Nelson Hess 
07/02 Susan Hess, Caleb Stiger 
07/03 Daniel Brubaker 
07/04 Bethany Wenger 
07/05 Jenelle Hoover, Madison Wissler 
07/06 Evie Peifer, Susan Schaeffer 
07/07 Deryl Denlinger, Nelson Hoover 
07/10 Louella Groff, Calvin High, Andrew Witmer 
07/11 Joelle Hess 
07/12 Dora McAlpin 
07/13 Kaela Landis 
07/14 Jewel Leaman, Cody Martin 
07/16 Erik Bemis, Kathy Wenger 
07/17 Dorothy Croessant, Ron Croessant, Bonnie 

Zehr 
07/19 Rachel Breslin, Joy Neuenschwander 
07/20 Janet Kauffman, Shirley Martin, Jennifer 

Schwab 
07/21 Grace Sensenig 
07/22 Eileen Myers 
07/23 Landon Hess, Lauren Smith 
07/24 Barbara Miller, Craig Schloneger, Derek 

Wissler 
07/25 Judy Errett, Sarah Marshall 
07/26 Esther Brubaker, Rod Gordon 
07/27 Steve Lindsey 
07/28 John Hair, Al Hein, Ruth Martin 
07/30 Betty Brubaker 
07/31 Bob Byler, Danielle Herr 

 
 
 
 
 
 
07/02/88 Craig & Ann Schloneger 
07/03/82 Rolando Santiago & Raquel Trinidad 
07/17/65 Harold & Joanne Blank 
07/20/55 Robert & Louella Groff 
07/21/51 Reid & Peggy Wissler 
07/22/89 John & Jacqueline Hair 
07/24/76 David & Renee Kreider 
07/25/92 Ray & Kathy Brubaker 
07/28/51 Bob & Ruth Byler 
07/30/94 Mark & Gina Breslin 
07/31/82 Phil & Gwen Hostetter 

If you are interested in learning more about this view of 
origins, the following list of major people and 
publications is a good pace to start. 

· Arie Noordzij (University of Utrecht, Netherlands) 

· N. H. Ridderbos, Is There a Conflict between 
Genesis 1 and Natural Science? (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1957). 

· Meredith G. Kline "Space and Time in the 
Genesis Cosmogony," Perspectives on Science 
& Christian Faith 48 (1996) pp. 2-15. 

· Henri Blocher, In the Beginning: The Opening 
Chapters of Genesis, tr. David G. Preston 
(Leicester, England: InterVarsity Press, 1984). 

A big “thank you” to Rick Schaeffer for this mini-series on 
Christianity and Science. If you would like a copy of both 
articles as one let me know. I can either print them out for 
you, or email them to you. 

 --Dean Smith 

(Continued from page 2) 

In mid-June Neffsville Mennonite Church invited Glenn 
Lehman to be organist.  He has accepted and begun 
his service with us as directed by the pastors. 
 

“When I subbed here 
this spring, people 
w e r e  s o 
encouraging,” Glenn 
said.  “I felt like this 
was a natural fit.  I’m 
so glad to be 
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h 
Neffsville Mennonite 
Church in this new 
way.” 
 
Glenn and his wife, 
Dorcas, live close to 
Leola in the house he 
grew up in.  Dorcas is 
from Grantsvil le, 
Maryland, and for 15 
years has served 

students at Lancaster Mennonite High School as 
campus pastor and counselor.  They have two young 
adult, married children. 
 
“The first time I played an organ,” recalls Glenn “was at 
Conestoga Valley High School.  I played for wedding 
receptions.  I played piano and organ for musicals at 
Messiah College and  Eastern Mennonite University. 
Also, during my Mennonite Central Committee service 
in the Congo, I played a pump reed organ underneath 
palm trees.  I could squash a mosquito and play the 
doxology at the same time!” 
 
In 1977 he earned a master’s degree in church music 
at Westminster in Princeton, NJ.  Most recently he 
served a term at Zion Mennonite in Souderton, Pa. 

Organist joins 
Neffsville Mennonite Church Staff 
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2371 Lititz Pike, Lancaster, PA  17601-3653  
717-569-0012 

Fax: 717-569-2417 
Email: office@neffmc.org 

Web Page: www.neffmc.org 

The  Monthly Messenger is published on 
the last Sunday of the month. 

 
•  Editor: Dean Smith, Off. Admin. 

July 2009  -  Calendar of Events 
 

All month!  ................................. Elevator construction… ....................... possibly finished by July 30th! 
 
June 30 - July 4 ..........................  ...................... Mennonite Church USA Convention - Columbus, Ohio 
Wednesday, July 1 ..................... 6:43 PM ..................................................... Wednesday Night Retreat 
Tuesday, July 7 .......................... 7:00 PM ................................................ Council of Ministries meeting 
Wednesday, July 8 ..................... 6:43 PM ..................................................... Wednesday Night Retreat 
July 14 - 18 .................................  ............................... Mennonite Church World Convention - Paraguay 
Wednesday, July 15 ................... 6:43 PM ..................................................... Wednesday Night Retreat 
Sunday, July 19 .......................... after church ...................................... Fundraising meal for Jon Landis 
Wednesday, July 22 ................... 6:43 PM ..................................................... Wednesday Night Retreat 
Wednesday, July 29 ................... 6:43 PM ..................................................... Wednesday Night Retreat 

 
Looking Ahead…  

Mon., 8/3 thru Fri., 8/7 ................ during the day ......................................................... Created to Praise 
Sunday, August 30 ..................... after church ................................................................... Church picnic 
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