
Volume XVII, Issue 8 August 2009 

������ ��� ���������	
�	�
�	�����������	
�	�
�	�����������	
�	�
�	�����������	
�	�
�	����� ����

w e  c o n t i n u e  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  J e s u s  

Dean Smith 

Every other year it happens. Is it a pilgrimage, 
perhaps? Or, do Mennonites suffer from wanderlust? 
Or perhaps it’s the desire to simply be in community - 

something that seems to be part of the Anabaptist DNA. 
Whatever the reason, Mennonites from across the nation 
gather to worship, sing, serve, learn, make decisions, and, 
of course, eat together. This was my first experience with 
the gathering known as MC-USA Convention, and, Lord 
willing, it won’t be my last. I had a great time! 

I admittedly did not know what to expect. Would this be 
a series of long meetings? (I’m not a fan of meetings) 
Would the seminars be interesting? (at first glance I wasn’t 
so sure) Would the speakers be challenging? (I hope so) 
Well, the short answers are no, yes, and most definitely! 

I spent my time with the youth, who were immediately 
challenged by the first 
speaker, Brenda Matthews. 
“Momma” Brenda is a poet of 
some renown who works in 
inner city Chicago. She 
knows intimately the joys and 
sorrows of working with 
youth as they struggle with 
influences that lead to 
regrettable choices. Her 
blunt and passionate plea 
was “to get suited and 

booted, and get your butt in gear! It’s time for you to step 
into your spiritual destiny,” Matthews said. “Don’t take this 
time for granted.”  Brenda had a way of connecting with 
her audience that drew you in. When asked 
where she saw God during the week Pam 
Witwer replied “in the thousands of youth 
that raised their hands in praise and 
celebration as “Mama” Brenda Matthews 
spoke during Tuesday night's opening 
worship at the youth convention. Powerful!” 

The next morning the challenges 
continued. Shane Hipps, pastor of Trinity 
Mennonite Church in Glendale, Arizona, 

educated us in his own unique dance, the Booty-X, (ask a 
youth about this!) and the Holy Spirit. Shane delved into the 
Hebrew and Greek languages to show us that, in the time the 
Bible was written, the word for breathe and spirit were 
exactly the same. There is no distinction, in either language, 
between the two. So, to breathe in and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit is to breathe in the breath of God. He then took us to 
Genesis where God breathed into man the breath of life. In 
essence he was breathing himself into that lump of dirt. 

And so it went. Twice a day, each day. Two hours each 
time. Good music. 
S inging together . 
Drama.  Exce l len t 
speakers. It was 
pointed out to me that 
we worshiped together 
for 18 hours while we 
were there! While I’m 
on the topic of 
speakers, allow me to 
mention two more. 
Shane Claiborne had 
quite an impact on 
those who heard him. 
This young, bandanna 
wearing, dreadlocked, 
soft spoken man with a 
Southern drawl, in 
making reference to his 
time spent with Mother 
Theresa, challenged us 
al l to f ind our 
“Calcutta.” Where can 
we impact the lives of 
those around us in our daily lives? Melina Godshall found 
him to be authentic. “He actually seemed like a real person 
who God can use in amazing ways. Not just elite people, but 
regular people.” Holly Shaub found Jim Wallis, a self 
described “friend of the family”, particularly insightful. He said 
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that Mennonites have something they need to share. “Your 
best stuff is the right stuff" and you need to share it.” 

One of the opportunities available to 
attendees is the chance to serve the 
local community. Wednesday morning, 
after worship, we were bussed to Agora 
(Greek for “marketplace”). Agora staff led 
us in a brief worship service, a game, 
a n d 
orientation 
to their 
m i n i s t r y . 
A g o r a 
s t u d e n t s 

are trained in a trade, taught 
the truths of God’s word, 
and provided a place to play 
in a safe environment. While 
some worked around the 
ministry’s building, the rest 
of us wedged ourselves in 
several vans and drove to 
the poorer sections of Columbus to work in the 
neighborhoods. Your youth may have pulled more weeds 
there in one afternoon than they’ve seen in a long time! 

A f t e r  s o m e 
misgivings about 
these strangers 
invading their street 
some invited us on 
to their porches or 
came out and 
helped. The two 
ladies pictured 
above were thrilled 
t h a t  f i n a l l y 

someone cares about the neighborhood. They also had a 
hard time understanding that we had come all the way 
from Pennsylvania and Arizona (we were mixed in with 
other groups) to work on their street! It was a good 
afternoon of getting our hands dirty. We returned hot, dirty, 
and once again 
challenged by the 
circumstances so 
many people find 
themselves in. 

Upon our return it 
was time to clean up 
and walk to the 
convention center for 
the evening meal. I 
asked some of our 
group to name their 
favorite meal. Their reply? Harrison Jarrett - “chicken 
pattie!” Melina Godshall - “if I ever see a chicken patty like 
that again…!!” Darian Harnish - “Saturday evenings meal... 
I don't know what it was, but it was edible” Nicole Leaman 
- “Tuesday night when we went out to eat was the 
best!” You can start to see how difficult the task of 
preparing a good, hot meal for 5,000 to 6,000 people might 
be. I think we can all agree with Holly Shaub’s statement -

(Continued from page 1)  “The food was okay but I was very impressed with the 
friendliness of the food-service workers. This made up for 
what the food was lacking!” They were indeed very friendly 
and gracious.  

The rest of the afternoons were spent 
in various seminars that covered a broad 
spectrum of topics. One, entitled “Sex, 
Drugs, and Rock n’ Roll”, sparked a lively 
conversation about the homosexuality 

issue facing the church today. 
Yes, the “Pink Mennos” were 
present, although perhaps not nearly as pervasive 
as the local press made it appear. What became 
evident from the conversation I had with several 
youth was that this will not be resolved easily, but it 
does need to be addressed. It seemed that all 
were in agreement that those who are involved in a 
homosexual lifestyle are certainly not exempt from 
God’s love. How we, the church, express that love 
is a matter of passionate debate. The delegates 
did pass three resolutions, one which addresses 
this issue. They are posted on the bulletin board 
outside the fellowship hall.  

Other seminars that I attended ranged from “Gaming with a 
conscience” to “Sharing your faith and concerns through print 
and media”. 

Small groups were a meaningful time as well. After each 
worship service we would meet as a group to discuss the 
speakers challenge to us. One evening we were asked to 
write our fears 
on a mirror we 
had received as 
we entered the 
arena, then 
share them with 
our group. Fear 
of failure, fear of 
trying to live up 
to expectations, 
fear of losing friends are just a few of the issues our youth 
face every day. At the next worship service we were invited to 
bring the mirrors forward and toss them in a box as a way of 
giving our fears to God. As a group we also brainstormed 
ways to impact our “Calcutta” in response to Shane 
Claiborne's challenge. How can we make an impact for Christ 
on our corner of the world? 

As I am writing this I realize that I keep coming back to the 
worship times. They were the bookends to our day. What was 
it like worshiping with thousands of other believers? Harrison 
Jarrett thought “it was awesome.. I wasn’t scared to sing out 
and jump up and down.” Melina Godshall echoed that. “It was 
AWESOME! singing with that many people felt like heaven 
and singing with the angels!” Nicole Leaman observed that 
“worshiping with other people who have the same passion and 
desire to learn more about God is always a great experience,” 
and Carissa Harnish summed it up with “it was pretty sweet!” 
Two constants in our worship times were the unannounced 
arrival of the Holy Spirit, as depicted by Talashia Keim Yoder, 
who would perform improvisational dance on stage in 
response to what was being sung. The arts, in many forms, 
were evident at the convention. And speaking of 

(Continued on page 3) 
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08/01 Nancy Landis 
08/02 Rick Bemis, Jack Hess, Twila Sauder 
08/03 Janet High, Millicent Kinyanjui, Mardel 

Mellinger 
08/04 Samantha Brubaker, Ray Brubaker, Melissa 

Wissler 
08/05 Eugene Brown 
08/06 Rita Bear, Peggy Wissler 
08/07 Ray Hacker 
08/09 Josh Shaub 
08/10 Lisa Clark, Don High, Dave Kreider, Ray 

Long 
08/12 Joyce Hoover 
08/14 Linda Dowd, Jim Witmer 
08/15 Dave Dowd, Brynn Godshall, Zachary 

Hargraves 
08/16 Greg Martin, Mike Nolt 
08/17 Bob Justice, Wendel King, Vera Landis 
08/18 Ruth Dagen 
08/19 Elaine Hoover, Steve Sauder 
08/21 Denise Wenger 
08/22 Mike Steller 
08/23 Ray Denlinger 
08/24 Miriam Buckwalter, Kelsey Martin, Mike 

Pellman 
08/25 Amy Hoover, Dave Long, Karl Miller, 

Michael Peachey 
08/26 Marshall Hershey 
08/27 Eunice Hess 
08/28 Jerry Hess, Jacinta Kinyanjui 
08/29 Kathryn Hoover 
08/30 Matthew Barnett, Darlene Hamlin, Doug 

Shank 

 
 
 
 
 
 

08/02/41 Clarence & Mary Martin 
08/03/85 Jon & Karen Burkholder 
08/05/89 Randy & Deborah Musselman 
08/05/95 Leroy & Rose Saylor 
08/07/99 Robert & Becky Marshall 
08/08/64 George & Elaine Eckman 
08/12/72 Clair & Nancy Sauder 
08/16/97 Dwight & Jen Rohrer 
08/17/73 Gerry & Carol Hess 
08/18/73 Dave & Glenda Strong 
08/19/73 Nelson & Elaine Hoover 
08/20/88 Stu & Starla Landis 
08/20/50 Robert & Dora McAlpin 
08/20/77 Robert & Linda Unruh 
08/23/69 Dave & Rhoda Snider 
08/23/02 Keith & Jenelle Hoover 
08/24/74 Roland & Eileen Myers 
08/29/70 Nelson & Barb Dagen 
08/30/69 Rick & Judy Warfel 
08/30/86 Harry & Beth Jarrett 
08/31/58 Ray & Agnes Hacker 

improvisation, we were 
blessed with the talents of 
Ken Medema. Ken, who is 
blind, listens with his entire 
being to what is being said, 
then comes out and sings a 
song that encapsulates the 
message. His energy and 
obvious enjoyment in being 
there were infectious, 
causing us all to join in his 
song. 

There were many ways to 
see God, and to learn 
throughout the week. Here 
are a few quotes from those 
who attended. How did I see God? “In other people. 

the changes in our 
youth group and from 
speakers, worship.” - 
Harrison Jarrett. “I 
saw God in the other 
delegates at my 
table” - Holly Shaub. 
“In the workings of 
the delegate session 
- - having an 
individual be a bit 
mean actually at the 

mic and then having the same individual come to the 
mic the next day to apologize.” - Darlene Hein 

(Continued from page 2) 

And when asked about what they learned about the 
Holy Spirit, they replied: “The “analogy with the Holy 
Spirit and a GPS. That made SO much sense” – 
Darlene Hein. This analogy was made by speakers 
June Alliman Yoder and Mandy Yoder Schrock, who 
were describing different aspects of the Holy Spirit. 
The GPS analogy depicted the Holy Spirit as a 
constant guide. When we take a misstep it instantly 
recalculates new directions to get us back on the right 
path. Harrison learned that “its the breath of God. it 
can be found wherever you want, and you can breath it 
in whenever.” Nicole was struck by the fact that, as 
described earlier, the word for spirit and breath are the 
same. 

To summarize, it was a worthwhile trip for everyone 
that attended. Thank you for your willingness to send 
so many from our church to the convention. It was not 
an endless string of meetings. The seminars were 

(Continued on page 4) 
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2371 Lititz Pike, Lancaster, PA  17601-3653  
717-569-0012 

Fax: 717-569-2417 
Email: office@neffmc.org 

Web Page: www.neffmc.org 

The  Monthly Messenger is published on 
the last Sunday of the month. 

 
•  Editor: Dean Smith, Off. Admin. 

August 2009  -  Calendar of Events 
 

 
Sunday, August 2 ....................... 11:30 AM .................................Dedication of te Journey 24:15 house 
Sunday, August 2 ....................... 6:00 PM .................................................................. Women Together 
Mon., 8/3 thru Fri., 8/7 ................ 8:45 AM - 4:00 PM .................................................. Created to Praise 
Wednesday, August 5 ................ 7:00 PM .......................................................... Sage/MYF game night 
Mon., 8/10 thru Thurs., 8/13 ....... 6:30 PM ........................................................................ Quilting class 
Sunday, August 16 ..................... after church ...................................... Fundraising meal for Jon Landis 
Sunday, August 30 ..................... after church ................................................................... Church picnic 

 
Looking Ahead…  

Tuesday, September 1 ............... 7:00 PM .................................................................... Council Meeting 
Sunday, September 6................. 6:00 PM .................................................................. Women Together 
Fri., 9/11 thru Sun., 9/13............. all day ........................................................... Junior High Fall Retreat 
Fri., 9/18 thru Sun., 9/20............. all day ...................................................................... MYF Fall Retreat 
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interesting, and the speakers were quite challenging. If you would like 
to read more about the week, go to http://blog.goshen.edu/mpress/ 

 
And, not to be forgotten or overlooked in all this, three of our youth 

participated in the first ever Mennonite 5K run early Sunday morning. 
Ryan Schloneger placed third overall. Ally Brown was the third 
woman to cross the line, and Kaela Landis the fourth. 
Congratulations! 

(Continued from page 3) 

Getting their “game face” on! 

Ryan Schloneger 
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