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w e  c o n t i n u e  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  J e s u s  

Dean Smith 

It's a running joke in our family. Because I like to "get 
there" when traveling, I am accused of being all about the 
destination. And that may be true. When we go to Ocean 
City, NJ each summer for a week's vacation I'm not 

interested in stopping to go 
to the bathroom (hold it!), or 
getting some ice cream (it 
doesn ' t  have to  be 
Richman's!), and please 
don't ask me to stop at a cute 
little road-side market to get 
something, or -gasp!- to just 
browse. (if you can't find it in 
Lititz, do you really need it?) 
Our intention was to get to 
the beach, and, by golly, 
we're going to do that as 

quickly and efficiently as we can. 
Unfortunately that focus on the destination is not in 

vogue right now. I hear much more about the journey than 
the destination. Life is a journey. Relationships are a 
journey. Our faith walk is a journey. Even our recently 
opened youth house is called the "Journey 24:15" house. 
And the journey is much more what my 
wife and daughter are about. Let's enjoy 
the scenery, the sunset, the flowers, the 
juxtaposition of the crimson roses against 
the rain washed, cerulean blue sky. I don't 
mind enjoying these things. I just think 
they can be enjoyed at 60 miles per hour. 
Unreasonable? I don't think so! But, as 
much as it pains me to admit it, I've 
missed many beautiful pictures because I 
just want to "get there." There may be 
something to this "it's about the journey, not the 
destination" mentality. I guess I should slow down and 
enjoy the sunrise. It's the only one I'll get today. But, what 
if the journey isn't so pleasant? What if the road takes 
unexpected bends and the scenery is not what the 
brochure promised? What if the cerulean sky is more of a 
sullen, slate gray? What then? 

I recently read, and am currently re-reading, a book 
entitled "The Bravehearted Gospel," by Eric Ludy. In this 

book Eric poses the question; If we were handed a treasure 
map, would we follow it? My initial reaction is of course I 
would follow a treasure map. Who wouldn’t? But I was forced 
to agree with his conclusion. Very few - a very precious few - 
would actually go on such an excursion. Who wants to put up 
with months at sea in a leaky boat where your companions 
include rats, cockroaches, and the threat of scurvy? A 
journey where the food is wormy, and the water tepid? Do we 
really believe the map is correct, anyway? 

It is at those times, I believe, that the destination is what 
keeps us going. Like pirates, 
we need to keep our eyes 
fixed on something we can’t 
see. A distant treasure that 
perhaps we can’t even 
imagine. 
So, what is your journey like? 
Is it the sun swept skies and 
gent le  b reezes  of  a 
comfortable life, or is it a 
stormy sea where the winds 
buffet you from every point of 
the compass? Keeping your 
ultimate destination in mind 
will affect how you handle 
your journey. So, yes, the 
journey is important. Is it all 

about the journey? I don’t think so. I propose that it is 
all about your destination, and your destination should 
have a dynamic impact on how the journey goes for 
you, whether it is how you handle adversity, or how 
you enjoy your comforts. 
So, you may see me pulled over to take a picture of a 
sunset, or to smell a flower, because I do need to 

learn to enjoy my journey. Don’t expect me to linger, though. 
I want to keep striving towards my goal, whether that is the 
beach, or heaven. Consider these words written about 
someone who had a rough journey: 

In this issue: 
 

The Journey p. 1 

Youth Events p. 2 

Anniversaries p. 3 

Birthdays p. 3 

Upcoming events p. 4 

Financial corner p. 4 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before 
him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
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On Monday, August 10th, 
M e n n o n i t e  C e n t r a l 
Committee hosted a Youth 
Group Service Day at their 

resource center. Approximately a half dozen groups 
attended this intentional mixer of urban and rural 
groups. Morgan Hess shared a few thoughts about 
that experience. 

I had never been to the Mennonite 
Central Committee Resource 
Center, so I wasn't sure whether or 
not the work would be my type. 
When we got there, we were put 
into groups to do different jobs. I 

started out knotting comforters along with a 
small group of kids with youth groups from 
Lancaster to Philadelphia to be shipped 
overseas. After lunch, I helped tear apart used 
books so MCC could recycle them. Although 
what we did that day was a miniscule part of 
the big picture, it was a great feeling that what 
we did could help spread the love of God to 
those who needed it most.  

 
Matthew 25:40 
"...I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one 
of the least of these brothers of mine, you did 
for me." 
 -- Morgan Hess 

 
 

A little earlier in August the 
youth also hosted the Sage 
group at the Journey 24:15 
House. On Wednesday, August 
5th, the youth and Sages met 
to play games and socialize. 
Jordan Smith offered these 

thoughts on the evening. (pictures are courtesy of 
Carissa Harnish) 
 

The MYF/
S a g e 
g a m e 
n i g h t 
started out 
with a few 

“ice breakers”, or 
something to get us 
intermingled. We 
broke  into groups 
according to what 
month we were born, 

the letter of our first and 
last names, and finally 
into groups of two that we 
would be doing activities 
with that night. We had 
the opportunity to sign up 
for Wii bowling, card 
games, or horseshoe 
tournaments. Wii bowling 
was the most popular of 
the three and we soon 
found out who the 
competitive bunch was 
among the Sages. As the 
night drew to a close 
prizes (popcorn and gift 
cards) were handed out to 
the winners of each 
category. After that 
everyone meandered over 
to the kitchen to enjoy 
some root beer floats and 
talk to people from the 
opposite Sunday school 
class. 

 --Jordan Smith 

Carl Snavely, John Neff, and 
Jordan Smith awaiting their turn 
at the horseshoe competition. 
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Lloyd Rohrer, Bob Byler, Harrison Jarrett, Morgan Hess, 
Betty Bucher, and Bryce Schloneger enjoy a game of 
cards. 

Ruth Martin and Helen 
Burkholder work on their Wii 
technique! 

Ruth Byler, Kari Denlinger, 
and Eunice Hess enjoy a 
round of UNO. 
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09/02 Dave High, Dean Hoover, Ruth Justice, 

Kris Plakans 
09/03 Joan Denlinger, Don Horning, Jared 

Santiago 
09/05 Helen Burkholder, Carl Snavely 
09/06 David Snider, Alyssia Trauger 
09/07 Ashley Shank 
09/08 Paul Hess, Teresa Long 
09/09 Jameson (Jamie) Brubaker 
09/10 Rose Saylor 
09/11 Lucy Graver, Jodi Trauger 
09/12 Eric Witmer 
09/13 Kim Pellman 
09/14 Kara Leaman 
09/15 Kandy Rohrer 
09/16 Zach Buckwalter, Ken Shenk, Raquel 

Trinidad 
09/17 Mikey Kiser, Elizabeth Smoker, Linda 

Unruh 
09/20 Roger Neuenschwander 
09/21 David Denlinger, Diana Heist, Austin 

Nagle, Charlene Neuenschwander, Jeff 
Pierce, Myrtle Shelly 

09/23 Jeane´ Hershey, William King 
09/24 Jeanette Metzler 
09/25 Jim Kauffman 
09/26 Robert McAlpin 
09/28 Ruth Hess, Candi King, Janá Peachey 
09/29 Nelson Dagen, Katelyn Pierce 
09/30 Elaine Eckman, Mildred Kreider 

 
 
 
 
 
 
09/01/51 - Paul & Jeanette Metzler 
09/01/84 - Jerry & Denise Wenger 
09/02/61 - John & Joyce Leaman 
09/02/67 - Jay & Ellie Peifer 
09/03/77 - Everett & Janie Buckwalter 
09/09/67 - Duane & Diana Heist 
09/11/93 - Dan & Sue Schaeffer 
09/12/81 - Deryl & Joan Denlinger 
09/15/73 - Ken & Dorothy Kreider 
09/16/50 - Clyde & Janet Buchen 
09/16/67 - Merle & Carol McGallicher 
09/21/58 - Don & Dorothy High 
09/24/77 - Mike & Kim Pellman 
09/25/82 - Ray & Lisa Gerlach 
09/28/40 - Ammon & Janet Kauffman 
09/28/57 - Don & Jean Zehr 
09/29/90 - Mark & Kathy Pawling 
09/30/45 - Ross & Ruth Goldfus 

The King’s Heralds Quartet, the longest continuous 
functioning male gospel quartet in America, will 
present a concert at Neffsville Mennonite Church 
Friday evening, November 13, at 7:00 PM.  There will 
be no admission fee, but a $10 donation is suggested. 
 
Twenty-nine men have been a part of the quartet since 
its beginning in 1927.  They have song in some 50 
countries including China, Latin America, Australia and 
Africa. 
 
They are known for their 
exquisite blend and enjoyable 
harmonies.  Those of us who 
have sung their arrangements 
know the challenge and the 
rewards of their music.  They 
have received many awards for 
their singing. 
 
We are very blessed to have 
them come to our church.  I have 
many of their recordings (they 
have over 100 albums), but have 
never heard them live and look 
forward to this concert. 
  --John Miller 
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2371 Lititz Pike, Lancaster, PA  17601-3653  
717-569-0012 

Fax: 717-569-2417 
Email: office@neffmc.org 

Web Page: www.neffmc.org 

The  Monthly Messenger is published on 
the last Sunday of the month. 

 
•  Editor: Dean Smith, Off. Admin. 

September 2009  -  Calendar of Events 
 

Tuesday, September 1 ............... 7:00 PM .................................................................... Council Meeting 
Sunday, September 6................. 6:00 PM .................................................................. Women Together 
Wednesday, September 9 .......... 5:30 PM .................................. WNO Activities throughout the church 
Fri., 9/11 thru Sun., 9/13............. all day ........................................................... Junior High Fall Retreat 
Wednesday, September 16 ........ 5:30 PM .................................. WNO Activities throughout the church 
Fri., 9/18 thru Sun., 9/20............. all day ...................................................................... MYF Fall Retreat 
Wednesday, September 23 ........ 5:30 PM .................................. WNO Activities throughout the church 
Saturday, September 26 ............ 9:00 AM ........................... Landis Woods Art Show (MYF food stand) 
Wednesday, September 30 ........ 5:30 PM .................................. WNO Activities throughout the church 
 

Looking Ahead…  
October 4 ................................... 5:00 PM .................................................................MYF Family picnic 
October 4 ................................... 6:00 PM .................................................................. Women Together 
October 26 ................................. 8:30 AM ........................................ Women’s and Pre School Meeting 
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Tour Offered : 
 
Dutch Mennonites in New Amsterdam (NYC) 
Join Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society’s guided tour of 
historic Mennonite sites in Manhattan amid NYC’s 400th 
anniversary of Dutch exploration on Saturday, September 12, 7 
AM to 9 PM.  Cost $99 each (includes Dutch lunch; $10 Society 
member discount).  Contact Dorothy at dsiegrist@lmhs.org or 
(717) 393-9745.   

I need to make sure this is noted:  a big THANK YOU for the excellent job the trustees and Sunday 
School classes have done in weeding, trimming, and cleaning up the landscaping beds around the 
church. Thank you for continuing the ministry of Jesus in this way.  

Excellence is the place where the greatest of human 
need and tragedy meet the presence and power of God. 


