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I love photography. I love capturing candid moments
on a flash card and sharing them via Facebook, or printing
them out for my daughters scrapbooks. Some guys golf or
hunt. | hunt, but it's with my camera. And of course, | think
there are spiritual lessons to be learned from a camera.

Last month |
wrote about the
journey. The point |
was trying to make
was that, despite
the curves life may
throw at us, if we
know what our
destination is it will
have an affect on@s
how we take our}
journey.  Knowing
your destination is S\
as important as the
journey.

In the current sermon series

we are looking at our spiritual life, and acknowledging that
life isn't always pretty, and we don't always know the
answers. Sometimes we aren't even sure if we know the
questions! That's part of our journey. So it strikes a real

sour note when someone
suggests that we simply
make lemonade when life
serves us lemons. As if it
were that easy. And so,
another article
encouraging you to not
lose your focus when
going through the walls in
your spiritual life.

In Hebrews 11 you
find a hall-of-fame list of
those who remained
faithful. Near the end of

that chapter we read this: “All these people were still living
by faith when they died. They did not receive the things
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a
distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and
strangers on earth. People who say such things show that

they are looking for a country of their own. If they had been
thinking of the country they had left, they would have had
opportunity to return. Instead, they were longing for a better
country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.”
These people did not
lose their focus
when the lemons of
life were tossed at
them. They fixed
their eyes not on
what is seen, but on
what is unseen. For
what is seen is
=y temporary, but what
JiS unseen is eternal.
(2 Cor. 4:18) It's that
'single minded focus
=that brings me back

to my photography lesson for the day.

Photography is very simple. You capture light to create a
picture. As a photographer you get to decide how much light
to allow into your lens. And, in an ironic twist, the more light
you allow into the lens, the narrow your depth of field, and
the sharper your focus. If you allow very little light to strike

the sensor, almost everything in your

viewfinder is in focus. While this may be the

effect you wanted in your photograph, it is

not the effect you want in your life. Allowing

very little of the light of Christ into your life

means everything is viewable, and you will

become easily distracted. Your attention will

be quickly drawn from one shiny bauble to

the next. But open up your life to a flood of

light and you will find that you are able to

remain focused on Christ and everything

else fades into a fuzzy background. “My eyes

are ever on the LORD, for only he will

release my feet from the snare.” Psalm 25:15

As we work through this series and talk about the walls in

our spiritual life my prayer is that you will open yourself to the

light, remain focused on Him (your destination) and not
become distracted by the chaos of life around you.

May it be so!
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A Practical
Parenting
Workshop
is coming to
Neffsville
Mennonite
Church on
March 12th
& 13th,
2010. Look
for more
information
as the date
approaches.
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Many of you have waited five years for this, while others of
you weren’'t aware we even do this. Some of you have been
asking, and others have been wondering. Well, ask and wonder
no more, it's on the way. | speak, of course, of the pictorial
directory!

It has been five years since our last pictorial directory, and it
is definitely time to do that again. This time, though, it will be a
bit different. In the past we have contracted with a company to
take the portraits and produce the directory. That was the
upside. The downside was that, to make a profit, they needed
to subject us to a sales pitch, cajoling us to buy additional
portraits. Many have been uncomfortable with that approach,
so, with the aid of technology, we will produce our own. Here’s
how it is planned to happen.

Beginning in late October a temporary studio will be set up on
Sunday mornings where you can stop in with your family and
have your picture taken. The pictures will be loaded into our
church database, which has the capability to produce a pictorial
directory that will include all the contact information with the
photo, thus combining the phone directory and pictorial
directory into one publication. If you would like a copy of the
picture we can provide a CD with the image on it, but will not be
able to act as a photography printing house. More information
will be posted in the bulletin as the time approaches.

--Directory team: Glenda Strong, Erika Shaub, Dean Smith

Since May 30, 2009, Neffsville

Mennonite Church "Love

INC" volunteers provided

transportation for 20 people.

Responsibilities ranged from

providing transportation to doctor

visits, shopping, and to help one

couple move. Yes, there are many

stories. One lady who

moved from Vermont has

health issues and needs

transportation. Not once, but many times. As our volunteers

took turns providing this transportation, they gave of

their TIME and LOVE and received a great blessing! We have

another lady who needed transportation to go shopping for

groceries and sometimes to other stores as needed. We have

many stories of opportunities to witness and share our faith.

We also look forward to opportunities to provide transportation
to our church as time goes on.

As your "Love INC" coordinator, | want to thank all my
volunteers: Matthew Barnett, Bob and Rita Bear, Norm
Halteman, Don Horning, Jim Kauffman, Don Kemrer, Irene
and John Neff, Evie Peifer, Kim Robbins, Claire Roggie, and
Jim and Arlene Snavely. Because of their willingness to
provide help for the needs of our community, CHRIST'S LOVE
GOES ON!

Please contact me if you are moved by reading this and
would like to be a "Love INC" volunteer. The more people |
have, the less chance of burn out.

LOVE IN THE NAME OF CHRIST
Ken Fisher
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10/03/57 - Harold & Ruby Esbenshade
10/03/59 - Nelson & Nancy Hess 0t/
10/04/69 - Clyde & Nancy Wissler 40t/
10/05/97 - Lyle & Jeane” Hershey
10/06/51 - John & Patsy Hess
10/11/86 - Dean & Deb Smith
10/11/86 - Jim & Kathy Witmer
10/14/67 - Norm & Chris Halteman
10/15/77 - Gary & Sue Moore
10/17/87 - Donald & Lisa Clark
10/22/54 - Don & Elnora Frank 2th/
10/22/77 - Brad & Connie Kiser
10/24/81 - John & Sylvia Hess
10/26/68 - Ken & Pam Fisher
10/30/65 - Don & Carol Horning
10/30/93 - Mike & Jan& Peachey
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This is an apology.
| love reading historical fiction.
Almost any era is interesting
when a good author weaves
fictional characters into the
tapestry of history. I've recently
read a series placed in the time of
knights and knaves, kings and
kingdoms.
In that time the king held absolute
sway over the lives of his
subjects. The king was

responsible to protect and defend his people from

marauders, but he could also

demand that they fight - even die -

for him. His power over the very

existence of his serfs, servants,

and subjects, was unlimited. The

position of king, if not the man,

demanded great respect and

honor. You prostrated yourself

before the king, and certainly did not speak out against

him without fearing for your life.

Which brings me to my apology.

Last month | wrote an article about "the journey." In
that article | used the phrase "...by golly,..." It was
kindly and gently brought to my attention that golly was
simply slang for God, and that by using that word in
such a manner | was slandering my king. The very
king |1 had pledged to follow, abandoning all others.

10/01 Katherine Hershey

10/02 Pam Hargraves, Ev Hess, Kyle Robbins

10/03 Romaine Erb, Jillian Hargraves

10/04 Alex Michael

10/05 Katherine Huddle, Trent Snider

10/08 Jade Brubaker, Maya Hartzler

10/09 Mary Ann Kemrer, Kiersten Stoltzfus

10/10 Dorothy High

10/11 Michael Hoover

10/12 Evelyn Shumaker

10/14 Joy Long, David Reiff, Lloyd Rohrer

10/16 Mary High

10/18 Gwen Hostetter, Joyce Leaman

10/19 Steve Landis, Jim Snavely, Sally Wenger

10/20 Marge Brubaker, Chris Jarrett

10/21 Gary Moore

10/22 George Eckman, Don Frank, Carissa
Harnish

10/23 Marcy High, Patti Hostetler

10/24 Nathan Marshall

10/25 Gene High

10/27 Sarah Jarrett

10/29 Jane Buckwalter, Emily Wenger

10/30 Bette High, Richard Tweed,

10/31 Keith Kauffman

The same king that, because of my
oath of fealty, held my life in his
hands. For that slander | am sorry.
I can only hope the point of the
article, that the destination is as

important as the journey, was able to shine through.
May the words | speak, and the thoughts of my heart,
be of great pleasure to my king. And may my thoughts
and words about you, my fellow warriors of The Way,
be just as honest and humble as the one who

confronted me.
--Dean Smith

Oclober
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October 2009 - Calendar of Events

Saturday, October 3................... 800 AM L. Run data cable at church
Sunday, October 4 ..................... 5:00 PM oot MYF Family picnic
Sunday, October 4 ..................... B:I00 PM L. Women Together
Wednesday, October 7............... 530 PM .o WNO Activities throughout the church
Wednesday, October 14............. SIB0PM WNO Activities throughout the church
Tuesday, October 20.................. Q00 AM e Sage event with Marcus Smucker
Tuesday, October 20.................. 4:00 PM .......... Flu Awareness Seminar (for Pastors and Caregivers)
Wednesday, October 21............. 530 PM oo WNO Activities throughout the church
Thursday, October 22................. T:00PM ..o, Flu Awareness Seminar (open to the public)
Wednesday, October 21............. T00PM oo Congregational Business Meeting
Sunday, October 25 ................... 11:30 AM e Beginning to Belong luncheon
Monday, October 26................... B: B0 AM .o Women’s and Pre School Meeting
Wednesday, October 28............. S:IB0PM WNO Activities throughout the church
Looking Ahead...
Friday, November 13.................. T:00 PM oot Kings Heralds Quartet
Sunday, November 15. . ... e Vote on the proposed 2010 budget

Brethren Village is holding
a free-will offering concert at
the BV Chapel on Sunday,
October 18th, at 3:00 PM to
benefit their Good Samaritan Benevolent Fund.
Musical selections by Harry & Donna Quick, Betty
Burnaford, Jeanne Heck, and Joanne Stehr.
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Relevance & Vitality: All of our ministries are
appropriate for their context and life giving to those
that experience them.. 8

2371 Lititz Pike, Lancaster, PA 17601-3653
717-569-0012
Core Purpose Fax: 717-569-2417

Email: office@neffmc.org
Web Page: www.neffmc.org
Core Values

The Monthly Messenger is published on
the last Sunday of the month.

« Editor: Dean Smith, Off. Admin.




