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w e  c o n t i n u e  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  J e s u s  

I am a member of thirteen social networks. Internet 
social networking is not something that I try to do 

because the culture today connects that way and so I 
"should" be part of social networks. Rather, it just is what I 
do naturally and have done for many years. As a result of 

m y  s o c i a l  n e t w o r k i n g 
postings, this time on Twitter 
and then Facebook, a real 
w o r l d  p a r t n e r s h i p  h a s 
emerged that will address a 
real world issue. 

I started programming 
c o m p u t e r s  i n  h i g h 

school with punch cards. We 
created simple, silly games 
with no longer used code 
and sent it to a machine that 
punched little holes in index 
looking manila cards. Then 
we fed them in order through 
another machine to make the 

program run on the computer. I then stepped up to 
Commodore, then Dos, then windows and then got lost in 
the mix of new codes. But by then I was hooked. I was and 
still am a computer geek or wizard depending on who is 
talking. 

I discovered the internet while in Italy and made the 
best use possible of it for the ten years that I served 

there as a church planter. Once home I continued to 
pursue my computer passion as social networks began to 
emerge. As I said, I currently participate in thirteen internet 
social networks. Lonnie Yoder, a professor at Eastern 
Mennonite Seminary noted at a conference at Neffsville 
Mennonite Church focused on this subject in 2008 that 
these social networks are "real" and they do foster "real 
community." This has never been more evident to me than 
now. 

About six months ago I found @ChurchFlu on Twitter. 
There bio reads "Pandemic Help: Where church and 

society meet." I thought it would be interesting to follow 
them as they posted many helpful links to information and 
teaching resources on pandemic flu preparedness. Unless 
you live in a hole, we are all aware that this is being talked 

about and I, as a pastor wanted to prepare myself and my 
church for any eventualities. About a month or so ago, 
@ChurchFlu posted a link about a resource that Mennonite 
Publishing House had published Beyond Our Fears: 
Following Jesus in Times of Crisis. I reposted that post on 
my social networks to let my friends know what I had found. 

Almost immediately gratitude began streaming onto my 
desktop and Blackberry from persons who appreciated 

the heads up. One of those persons was Larry Zook, CEO of 
Landis Homes. I wrote him back and said thanks and 
mentioned that if Landis Homes was ever interested in doing 
something related to awareness building in this area that I 
would be interested. The messages began to fly back and 
forth and we decided to set up a Meetup. Though we were 
Facebook friends we had never met in real life. I am not 
really sure how we became Facebook friends. I assume we 
had mutual friends on Facebook and added each other at 
sometime along the way. 

We met for lunch at Landis Homes a few days later and 
Larry brought Eva Bering, Vice President of Operations 

at Landis Homes. We talked and within an hour had a 
partnership lined up to offer two Flu Awareness events, one 
for pastors and caregivers on October 20, 2009 at 4:00 PM 
and one for the general public on October 22, 2009 at 7:00 
PM. Neffsville Mennonite Church would host the events at 
their facilities and provide the administration and publicity 
work and Eva would create a panel for each event. Within 
days the panel was formed and Kevin King, Executive 
Director of Mennonite Disaster Service whom I had original 
quoted in my post as saying, "Being prepared for times of 
crisis is both a ministry and a mission of the church. I 
encourage you to order Beyond Our Fears for your 
congregation so you can be ready to be the hands and feet 
of Jesus during an emergency" was going to be one of the 
resource persons for the pastors and caregivers event. My 
internet social networking had come full circle. I will be 
meeting the person that I originally quoted in a few short 
weeks, I have built some new relationships along the way, 
deepened a partnership with several other ministry 
organizations and together we will provide a quality 
educational event for pastors, caregivers and our community; 
all from a post on Twitter. 

 Lead pastor - Harry Jarrett 
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They have heard the call, 
have gone through a 
discernment and listening 
process, and are now ready 
to depart. On Friday, 
November 13th, Jim & 
Dor is  Kauf fman are 
departing for Addis Abba, 
Ethiopia to begin long term 
service with International 
Development Enterprise 
(IDE). 
In March a friend working in 

Ethiopia sent out an email looking for volunteers to assist with 
an irrigation project for farmers. After a six month dialogue they 
decided to accept the invitation to go to Ethiopia. There Jim will 
put his engineering and mechanical skills to good use helping 
to establish local production of a manual treadle pump for 
irrigation. Doris will utilize her administrative skills in the IDE 
office. Although these are volunteer positions, IDE will be 
providing for their travel, housing and food expenses as they 
serve through 2010. 

When asked how the 
hand of God has been 
evident in this process, the 
answer was “numerous 
ways!” The way the myriad of 
details fell into place was just 
one example of God at work 
in this decision. 

As a church body we can 
be supportive in numerous 
ways. Jim & Doris would very 
much appreciate the prayers 
of everyone here. They also 
intend to maintain their 
current email address of 
kauffmanjd@supernet.com, and would love to hear about the 
happenings here in the states. 
 

 

Jim & Doris Kauffman 

Navigate to www.neffmc.org  to view several new 
features of the church web site. You can direct your friends, 
family, and anyone interested, to the sermon videos featured 
under the NMCTv menu (circled). Adjacent to that is the 
Blog  menu, which will take you to Lead Pastor Harry 
Jarrett’s blog where you can find the latest in sermon notes 
and thoughts. This also affords you the opportunity to add 
your comments and feedback. 

Just above the red arrow you will see the Youth Ministries 
menu. Follow that to find a calendar of both Jr. High and 
MYF activities, as well as a photo slide show of some recent 
events. 

The Special Events menu is where you can find WNO 
online registrations (if you missed signing up on Sunday 
morning). 

The Resources  menu is the place to go to read back issues 
of both the bulletin and the Monthly Messenger 

Coming soon will be a slide show of church events. Photos 
from various church events will be posted for all to enjoy. 

Pictorial Directory Update: 
As noted in last months issue we will be producing a new 
pictorial directory, and we are getting ever closer. The scenic 
backdrop has arrived, the lights are in place, and I’m running 
some experiments to see what the best camera setting will 
be.  Thank you to Jim & Doris Kauffman for allowing me to 
use them for those experiments (see their picture above). As 
noted in the bulletin, please contact Glenda Strong 0284 with 
any questions. 
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11/02 Isaac Pawling 
11/03 Donavin Gratz, Terry Pierce, Owen 

Weaver 
11/06 J. Robert Hess, Rhoda Snider 
11/07 Leroy Saylor 
11/09 Irene Neff, Katie Sauder 
11/10 Ruby Esbenshade, Cara Reiff, Adam 

Steller 
11/11 Lois Hoover 
11/12 Taylor Lindsey 
11/14 Laura King, Arlene Snavely, Tyanna 

Snider, Courtney Stoltzfus 
11/15 Ron Croessant, Christine Kenn 
11/16 Harrison Jarrett, Vera Martin 
11/17 Rick Barnett, Esther Rutt 
11/21 Kristen Leaman, Gerald Brubaker 
11/22 Albert Brubaker, Andrea Hartzler 
11/23 Ben Dickerson 
11/24 Gwendolyn Hartzler, Dean Hess 
11/25 Jessie Bemis 
11/26 Marlin Weaver 
11/27 Kenneth Kreider, Mary Ellen Newcomer 
11/30 Donald Clark III, Walter Shaub, Dean 

Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
11/01/03 - Zachary & Laura King 
11/03/84 - Rod & Dorretta Gordon 
11/03/62 - Gene & Bette High 
11/04/06 - Tim & Karla Friesen 
11/08/87 - Dave & Jewel Leaman 
11/23/91 - Rikki & Lynn Godshall 
11/25/76 - Dave & Sue Eberly 
11/25/67 - Jim & Arlene Snavely 
11/29/97 - Steve & Gretchen Sauder 
11/30/85 - Al & Darlene Hein 

The King’s  Heralds 
Quartet, the longest 
continuous functioning 
male gospel quartet in 
America, will present a 
concert at Neffsville 
Mennonite Church Friday 

evening, November 13, at 7:00 PM. There will be no 
admission fee, but a $10 donation is suggested. 
 
Twenty-nine men have been a part of the quartet since 
its beginning in 1927. They have sung in some 50 
countries including China, Latin America, Australia and 
Africa. 
 
They are known for their 
exquisite blend and enjoyable 
harmonies. Those of us who 
have sung their arrangements 
know the challenge and the 
rewards of their music. They 
have received many awards for 
their singing. 
 
We are very blessed to have 
them come to our church. I have 
many of their recordings (they 
have over 100 albums), but have 
never heard them live and look 
forward to this concert. 
  --John Miller 
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2371 Lititz Pike, Lancaster, PA  17601-3653  
717-569-0012 

Fax: 717-569-2417 
Email: office@neffmc.org 

Web Page: www.neffmc.org 

The  Monthly Messenger is published on 
the last Sunday of the month. 

 
•  Editor: Dean Smith, Off. Admin. 

November 2009  -  Calendar of Events 
 

Sunday, November 1.................. 6:00 PM .................................................................. Women Together 
Tuesday, November 3 ................ 7:00 PM ........................................................ Church Council meeting 
Wednesday, November 4 ........... 5:30 PM .................................. WNO Activities throughout the church 
Thursday, November 5 ............... 6:00 AM .................... Men’s prayer breakfast (Journey 24:15 House) 
Wednesday, November 11 ......... 5:30 PM .................................. WNO Activities throughout the church 
Thursday, November 12 ............. 6:00 AM .................... Men’s prayer breakfast (Journey 24:15 House) 
Friday, November 13 .................. 7:00 PM .......................................................... King’s Heralds Quartet 
Sunday, November 15................  ..................................................... Vote on the proposed 2010 budget 
Wednesday, November 18 ......... 5:30 PM .................................. WNO Activities throughout the church 
Thursday, November 19 ............. 6:00 AM .................... Men’s prayer breakfast (Journey 24:15 House) 
Wednesday, November 25 ......... 6:30 PM ....................................................... MYF Food box outreach 
Thursday, November 26 ............. All day! ..................................................... Thanksgiving.  Be thankful! 
Saturday, November 28 ............. 7:00 PM ......................................... Kairos fundraiser w/ Ted and Co. 
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December Events:  
12/01 Women’s Christmas Tea 
12/06 Christmas Fest 
12/08 Senior Luncheon 
12/12 Franconia Lancaster Singers 
12/13 The Heritage Chorale 
12/16 Service of Remembrance 
12/24 Christmas Eve service 
12/25 Our savior is born! 

The Love of God:  
God loves all of humanity, and our lives are better 

when we love God back. 


